THE    LAST    DAYS    OF    MADRID

The causes which have prompted the Army to deviate
from its duty so often are various, but among them the
most important is the special psychology of its com-
manders. Unfortunately in Spain the men who had done
the greatest service to their country were never found in
the high ranks of the Army, nor were those who had first-
class technical ability. On the contrary, the highest
positions were given to those who followed the profession
of arms through ambition, or privilege, or both. These
men who had quite easily, and by sometimes using
shameful methods, managed to reach the top3 were ready
to offer themselves to the highest bidder, if he could offer
them scope for the satisfaction of their boundless am-
bitions.

This would not have been sufficient to cause these
military risings, if subalterns with a high sense of duty had
opposed that sort of thing. But the officer's ranks of the
Spanish Army have special features which I must indicate.
Until twenty years ago, a great number of aristocrats and
landowners entered them and from patriotic motives
considered it an honour to follow the career of arms,
renouncing the comforts which their position could have
given them, and voluntarily accepting the sacrifices and
dangers which the career provided. But in exchange they
gave the Army a stamp of caste, which removed its
sympathies from the people and set it in opposition to
them.

Lately, the aristocracy as well as the bourgeoisie left
the Army, a little influenced perhaps by the materialism of
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